









1959;	 Diculescu	 et al.,	 1971;	 Aughey	 and	 Frye,	
2001;	Raica	et al.,	 2004;	Gal	 and	Miclăuș,	2013).	
Other	 authors	 (Junqueira	 et al.,	 1992)	 claim	
that	 squamous	 stratified	 epithelium	 covers	 the	
whole	 pharyngeal	 side	 and	 the	 apical	 portion	






set	out	 to	highlight	 the	 type	of	 epithelium	 lining	
the	epiglottis	in	lambs.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
We	 harvested	 samples	 from	 the	 epiglottis	
of	 3	 hybrid	 Merino	 lambs	 being	 approximately	











epiglottis	 (harvested	 from	 the	 3	 lambs)	 is	 non-
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the	basement	membrane	of	the	epithelium	lining	
the	pharyngeal	side	is	curved,	with	large	amplitude	
and	 high	 density	 folds.	 Towards	 the	 free	 end	 of	
the	 epiglottis,	 the	 epithelium	 becomes	 thinner	
and	at	 the	same	time,	 the	amplitude	and	density	
of	 the	 folds	become	smaller	and	smaller	 (Fig.	2).	










The	 obtained	 results	 differ	 from	 the	 ones	




ones	 described	 by	 Junqueira	 et al.	 (1992)	 who	
state	that	the	epithelium	lining	the	whole	laryngeal	
surface	 of	 epiglottis	 is	 stratified	 squamous.	 The	





precise	 or	 contradictory.	 Thus,	 Diculescu	 et al. 
(1971)	does	not	specify	the	side	of	the	epiglottis	
they	 are	 encountered,	 while	 Raica	 et al.	 (2004)	
sustain	 that	 in	 humans,	 taste	 buds	 can	 only	 be	
found	 on	 the	 pharyngeal	 side.	 The	 information	










ample	 in	 comparison	 to	 those	 on	 the	 laryngeal	
side.	
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                    Fig. 1	Epiglottis	-	overview																																Fig. 2	Epiglottis	–	detail	from	epiglottis	apex	
													Goldner’s	trichrome,	black	arrow	–	pharyngeal	side;	blue	arrow	–	laryngeal	side
